Powhatan Extension Leadership Council (ELC)
Meeting Minutes from September 14, 2020
Meeting held virtually by Zoom
Meeting conducted electronically through Zoom. Members present Tony Hackenberg, Cathy Howland, Allison
Walters, Ruby Turner, Rachel Henley, Bonnie Garringer, Keith Burgess, Whitney Berriman, Johns Bailey, Kim
Hymel, Jane Henderson and Jeremy Davis
The meeting was called to order by Bonnie Garringer at 8:01 am.
Welcome to new District 1 ELC member, Jeremy Davis. Introduction of members present and Mr. Davis gave a
brief introduction of himself. He is a graduate of Powhatan Leadership Institute and contacted his district
supervisor, David Williams, for ways he could be involved. Mr. Williams suggested ELC.
Motion to accept the minutes of the June 8, 2020 meeting as distributed by Tony Hackenberg; second by Keith
Burgess. Motion was approved, minutes were accepted as distributed.
ELC Treasurer’s Report: Ruby Turner reported no activity since the June meeting. There was a beginning
balance of $2,348.56 as of June 1, 2020. Interest received last quarter totals $0.89 (June – August). There were
no disbursements. The new balance is $2,349.45.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Pork Loin Fundraiser: Johns Bailey is open to proceed with a fall fundraiser event. He is checking on
availability of October 16 and 23 at Red Lane Baptist Church. His preference is the earlier date, but will
communicate with the group once he has the shelter reserved. It was agreed that the cost of the pork loins
would stay the same and Allison will update the flyer to reflect new dates and COVID information required.
Johns will need volunteers in the morning to cook and a few volunteers in the afternoon for pickup. Tony
Hackenberg suggested if any 4-H members were virtual learning or their hybrid schedule allowed, they would
be a resource to help in the afternoon. Johns also mentioned that Jamie Timberlake had offered help with his
grill/smoker. Cathy or Johns will submit the receipts to Ruby for purchase of the pork loins to get Johns
reimbursed.
2020-21 Treasurer Election: Jeremy Davis was nominated by Bonnie Garringer; second by Ruby Turner. All
members present voted aye. Cathy will get needed volunteer enrollment paperwork to Jeremy before he and
Ruby update the signature card at Essex Bank.
NEW BUSINESS
VCE COVID-19 Update: Cathy Howland reported that VCE has moved to the next phase of in person
programming with strict guidelines, such as wearing masks inside and out for 4-H programs. The preference is
still virtual programming when possible. The 4-H State Shoot took place this past weekend and Powhatan had
4 participants. The 4-H Livestock Show for youth is still planned for October even though the State Fair was
cancelled. The Master Gardeners have done a good job adapting to the changes. They have been utilizing lots
of virtual training during this time and the Extension office Help Desk is now manned virtually. For the Village
Building, staff is utilizing county restrictions. Office is open to the public, but encourage contactless drop-off
and masks. As for budgets, Powhatan VCE did take about a $2,000 over all cut from the county budget due to

COVID and anticipated decreased spending based in the fall. The state allocation was about the same except
for a little less in travel for agents and office supply expenses.
BOS Dinner: There was discussion among members about inviting the Board of Supervisors to a dinner with
the ELC again this year and the logistics related to COVID. It was determined that since many of the board
members were newly elected and our county administrator is also new the ELC should proceed with planning.
A committee of Tony Hackenberg, Cathy Howland and Bonnie Garringer was formed to begin working. Cathy
will reach out to the board and county administrator for a date and communicate with ELC members.
Suggestions included choosing a date before the next budget cycle starts, putting tents and tables up outside
to increase distancing, and purchasing boxed prepared meals this year.
Programming Reports:
MSWCD
Keith Burgess announced that the MSWCD office has a new secretary, Lissy
Hamilton. She is doing a great job and has taken the reigns over after Pam
retired with 30 years of service. July 1 began a new agricultural cost share
funding year, if any members know of producers who may be eligible have them
contact MSWCD. The Beef Cattle 360 group has met a few times by zoom, but
has not had much participation. The group has a meeting tomorrow on a farm in
Goochland. Betty McCracken has been busy working on videos to use for
programs.
4-H
Cathy worked with the teen counselors on some videos for virtual 4-H summer
camp. Also partnered with the library, Friends of the Library and schools for a
Summer Learning Challenge. Virginia 4-H recently received a large donation of
books to distribute and she worked with the reading specialist for Powhatan
schools, Social Services and Head Start to distribute about 2,000 books to
children.
ANR
Returned from maternity leave last week. Plans to be in the office on Monday’s,
and telework Tuesday through Thursday. She has been catching up on things
and will be reaching out to the Equine and other groups about continuing to
meet. There will be a pesticide recertification offered in December if members
know of anyone interested.
FCS
See Attached
Master Gardeners See Attached
Huguenot
Cathy Howland reported in member rep’s absence that the Huguenot
Beekeepers
Beekeepers Association has not been meeting as much due to COVID
restrictions. She did not believe that there was much to report, but they were
anxious to start meeting in person again.
ELC Member Comments:
Tony Hackenberg:
The Knights of Columbus and Coalition of Churches has been assisting a family on a limited income and there
is some question about the safety of their drinking water. They have been buying water for several years.
Would the ELC want to pay a partial or full amount of the cost for testing? Cathy Howland suggested the ELC
provide a scholarship each year to pay for 1 person/family in need during the Powhatan Extension drinking
water clinic. Bonnie Garringer made a motion to enact this scholarship each year, and to pay for the proposed
family’s testing this year. Second by Ruby Turner; the motion is carried. A committee of Tony Hackenberg,
Keith Burgess and Whitney Berriman was formed to work on an application process for next year and going
forward.

Keith Burgess:
Is there any equipment that the Extension office could utilize for the kitchen conference room for virtual
programming since that is now becoming more common and the preferred method of programming? Such as
a conference room microphone and web cam, etc. Cathy agreed that it would be a good idea to take a look at
options and evaluate. Tony Hackenberg made a motion to set aside $400.00 to help with audio visual
equipment purchases as needed, Second by Ruby Turner. Motion is carried. Keith Burgess and Tony
Hackenberg will assist staff estimates etc.
Bonnie Garringer:
Asked if it might be possible for the committee to meet in person for December. Cathy Howland responded
that she was not sure, and we will wait until closer to the date to see how restrictions are.
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:14 am
NEXT MEETING
Next Quarterly ELC Meeting: Monday, December 14, 2020, at 8:00 am.
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Jane Henderson








Providing personal financial coaching sessions with residents living in the Powhatan Housing Coalition
home.
Learning to create video. Created Groove in the Garden food demo video. Developing a virtual youth
cooking program being piloted in Amelia scheduled to begin mid- September.
The Balanced Living w/Diabetes program is being offered through Piedmont Senior Resources
September 19th. Other diabetes prevention programs set to begin in September were delayed because
of grant permissions to provide virtual lessons. The nutrition team is working to resolve curriculum and
delivery methods.
Food safety classes are being conducted virtually through a new platform in ServSafe.
Respond to phone calls on food safety, canning
Water Quality Testing in Amelia.
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All of our monthly meetings since March have been on Zoom due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Our
outreach activities have been pretty much shut down as well. We are following the guidelines
presented by Virginia Tech and limiting even our garden maintenance activities. The “Groove in the
Garden” group meets out behind the extension office to maintain the vegetable gardens. They are
thinking about doing some “how-to videos” instead of inviting anyone in for educational purposes.
Spring Garden Fest at Reynolds Community College in Goochland was cancelled this April but we were
able to re-coup our financial costs for the plant seeds and items needed for the usual plant sale. We
couldn’t sell the plants that had been grown specifically for the SGF so we offered them to members
who were then able to donate enough money to cover most of the costs. SGF for 2021 is still “up in
the air” as VaTech hasn’t given us any indication as to whether or not we can hold the event next April
and Reynolds College has closed the campus so that we cannot do anything in the way of gardens or
planting seeds. This has to be decided by early February when we start planting seeds. The committee
is meeting soon to figure out what we can do virtually next year if it comes to that.
We have set up a Speakers Bureau with many different topics available to groups interested in
gardening. However, we have not had any requests for programs yet, again due to the fact that many
groups have stopped in person meetings. They may try offering Zoom meetings but nothing has been
decided yet. Our own meetings always have educational components so now our own members are
the providers of education for us via Zoom. Va Tech has allowed us to not do any outreach or
educational programs this year but they are requiring us to keep up our mandatory 8 hours of
continuing education.
On that topic, many of us have taken advantage of the virtual offerings from the VG Master Gardener
College held annually in June. They put every educational event on the internet and 500 people
registered for the program this year. It allowed us to eliminate going to Blacksburg for the programs
and having them online so we could watch at any time from home.
We are looking at ways to publicize our programs and organization to help educate the public and
recruit new members for the 2021 class. We may be joining with MG groups from Henrico, Hanover,
Chesterfield and Richmond to have virtual education via Zoom 2 days per week. The training
committee is looking at our options for joining in with them.
10 written articles in the Goochland Gazette have been set up for this season and have been published
weekly. The Powhatan paper publishes our articles occasionally but nothing formally has been set up
with them. We are also trying to add more information on our Facebook page as well.
Our Gardens:
The Native Plant Trail and the Pollinator Garden, both near Fighting Creek Park, are always open to the
public and have seen increasing foot traffic as people are looking for things to do outdoors. The
Reynolds College campus and Herb Garden is closed to the public. As of this week, the Powhatan
Historic Garden has a new memorial bench and plaque which was given in memory of the late Shirley
Reynolds. The Historic Society Building (or old jail) was where he worked and his family and the Lions
Club paid for the bench to honor him. We are thrilled to have it in the garden as it adds such a nice
community touch. The previous bench was in need of repair and it was removed by the County for us.
Since the newspaper usually covers all of the dedications of these benches, we are hoping to get some
nice publicity for the garden as well as memorializing Mr. Reynolds.
Submitted by Bonnie Garringer,
GPMGA Master Gardener

